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of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone. The MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 


@ Bring peace and stability to your life 
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promptly of any change of address. 
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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies 5a -20 
History . ore .40 


What Does the Bible 
Mean to You? 


You will find this eight-page leaflet a 
convenient way to create opportunities to 
discuss the truth on various Bible subjects. 
It contains brief and pithy answers to 15 
Biblical questions, some of which are: 


What is man’s nature? 

Is heaven to be our future home? 

Will Jesus return to earth? 

Is there a place of torment for the wicked? 
Who or what is the devil? 

Shall earth be destroyed? 


As a representative of true Bible teach- 
ings you cannot afford to be without these 
tracts. Send for a supply today. 


Price per 100 50 cents. 





MEGIDDO BIBLE LESSONS 


As a further study of the Scrip- 
tures and a guide to daily living, 
we recommend this eight-page pub- 
lication. It is published once every 
two weeks for the purpose of helping 
and instructing our distant friends to 
better and holier living. 


It contains items and discussions 
from the Adult Megiddo Bible Class, 
held cach Sunday at the Megiddo Mis- 
sion Church. 


If you are not acquainted with this 
publication send for a free sample 
copy. 

Subscription rates: One year 50 cents 











GOD'S SPIRITUAL CREATION 


The pages of this booklet unfold the sig- 
nificance of the Creation Allegory of the 
first three chapters of Genesis. These chap- 
ters, taken literally, have long been a stum- 
bling block to the clergy, a puzzle to the 
laity, and an object of scorn and ridicule to 
the scientist and critic. This booklet shows 
that instead of relating the work of the 
natural creation these chapters outline the 
moral development and ultimate salvation 
of the true Church. 

This work is the result of years of study 
by the Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission, and the whole is based 
on his discourses on Genesis which com- 
prised 48 lectures. 


80 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. 
Price each 


& 


20 cents postpaid. 
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A World of Good 
Dear Friends: 

I have really appreciated your publica- 
tion of spiritual truth, and I should like 
to continue feeding on it. There is a world 
of good and precious things in every issue. 

Pasadena, Calif. 

Mrs. E. H. 


Wells — Literal, Spiritual 
Dear Brother: 

I heard a conversation between two men 
once concerning well-digging. One was say- 
ing, “Now, when I dig, I don’t play around 
with the little flows. I go down deep until 
I hit the big ones. Then, you will have a 
well that will be with you; but if you have 
one of these shallow wells and there should 
come a dry season, your well dries up and 
you will be without water.” 

So, let us not play around on the surface 
in digging our spiritual well. Let us dig 
deep into the precious water of life that 
we may be thoroughly furnished in these 
dry times. 

Hartsville, S. C. 

H. S. 


This Life a Blessing 
Dear Sister: 

We should count this life a blessing in 
that we can use it to gain the glorious fu- 
ture life. To think of living in an age where 
we will not see evil any more, where there 
will be no sorrow. No one will say, “I am 
sick,” for there will be no sickness, pain 
or death in that beautiful land. No sad 
partings to mar the peace, but sweet peace 
and pleasures beyond our fondest imagina- 
tions. For such a glorious reward we should 
work in earnest. 

West Leyden, N.Y. 

G.-. 


Best Companion 
Dear Sister: 

The Mecippo MEsSsAGE is still my best 
companion in these days of uncertainty and 
unrest. It seems to be getting better right 
along. Our heavenly Father is still sending 
spiritual blessings to help us in the fight. 

The Abib issue of the MESSAGE (April 16, 
1957) was most inspiring. May the Lord 
richly bless all who are carrying on the 
good work. 

Lewiston, Idaho 

Mrs. E. D. 


Gratitude for Blessings 
Dear Brother: 

In this life the days and months fly by, 
and, just think, for only the short time in 
which the Lord asks us to serve Him He 
is willing to give us a life that will never 
end. Our hearts should be filled with the ut- 
most gratitude and thankfulness for the 
manifold blessings which the Creator has 
bestowed upon us. 

Elgin, Oregon 

J. G: 
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RIVERS OF LIVING WATERS 


that captivate us more than a mountain stream. Its 

pure, cold, refreshing waters, beginning from the 
snow-topped peaks and gushing downward to meet larger 
streams and proceeding onward to the sea, are delightful 
to observe. 

A river of pure water is life-imparting. Along its way 
it quenches the thirst of numerous wild animals and 
birds, of herds and flocks, and of people. It waters the 
trees and shrubs on either bank and causes prolific 
growth. It provides water for meadows and orchards. It 
washes away the filth and debris and cleanses the stag- 
nant pools and leaves them clear as crystal. 

Jesus said: “He who believes in me, as the scripture 
has said, ‘Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living 
waters’ ” (John 7:38, R. S. V.). Here is the key to our 
being living, active, life-imparting Christians. The springs 
which furnish life to our being are found in believing, in 
faith in God, in Jesus, and in the truth He taught. Deep- 
rooted belief in the Lord brings us in contact with the 
heavenly fountain of vitality from which we can draw 
unlimited quantities for our personal need and for the 
need of those with whom we associate. 

The life filled with the Spirit or Word of God is a 
minister of vitality. Like a literal gushing stream, it can- 
not be otherwise. Whenever the Scriptures use the figure of 
a river it always implies the carriage and impartation of 
life. A case in point is Ezekiel’s allegory: “Everything 
shall live whither the river cometh” (47: 9). “River” sig- 
nifies an abundance of material things, as in Job 29: 6, or 
abundant pleasures and delights as in Ps. 36: 8. Also the 
perpetually flowing rivers—unlike the wadies of the Near 
East—are used figuratively to denote the constancy and 
perpetuity of those pleasures. 

So, men and women, filled with the water of life will be 
life-imparting. They will vitalize dying organizations and 
worthy projects. Nothing is more inert than a machine 
divorced of energy. Everything else may be of the highest 
quality in design and structure, but without the energy 
to make it work it is useless, dead, cumbersome. Nothing 
is more burdensome than an organization which possesses 
lofty ideals but lacks the life-energy to put them into 
practice. Jesus’ disciples are to bring that needful life. 
Their influence is to be that of a river upon a mill-wheel. 
They will change the inactivity of death into beneficent 
motion and things which were mere impediments into 
features of progress. 

Believers in Christ are to vitalize sickly dispositions. 
Everywhere in human life, even among those professing 
the name of Christ, there are withered and withering 
characters which need new life. In some lives hopes are 
drooping like spring blossoms that have been nipped by 
frost. In others, faith is fading and they are like plants 
that suffer from thirst. Again, in others, true love is ail- 
ing and their strength is lapsing into perilous weakness. 
Were it possible to look into the secrets of men’s hearts 
we would be amazed at how many are afflicted with the 
touch of death. 


> poet the beauties of nature there are few scenes 


Now, the disciples of Jesus are to move among these 
drooping souls as “rivers of water of life.” The withering 
heart is to be thrilled by our presence; the drooping facul- 
ties are to lift themselves up in new strength because of 
our influence. We are to be ministers of vitality, reviv- 
ing drooping and disquieted souls. 

As a river that is newly replenished by a rainfall, 
gushes downward and cleanses stagnant pools, so the 
followers of Jesus must leave a purifying influence in 
whatever sphere of activity they are engaged. While to- 
day’s efforts may seem discouraging in view of the mass 
corruption in the world, the disciples of Christ can take 
comfort in God’s promises for the near future. Backed by 
the power of the Almighty the 144,000 powerful rivers— 
the faithful of the 6,000 years (Rev. 14: 1)—will have 
an influence so striking that it will result in the stirring 
up, releasing, and bearing away of the defilements of 
earth until the works of evil shall no more be seen. 

In Greek mythology, Augeas, king of Elis, had a stable 
in which he kept 3,000 oxen. It had not been cleaned in 
30 years. Hercules contracted to cleanse it in one day. 
This he did by diverting the river Alpheus to flow through 
the stable, and the water did the work. 

Even so the stream of Truth, if admitted and utilized 
to the full by a willing obedience to Divine law, will 
cleanse the deepest and foulest accumulation of sin from 
the life of the truly penitent (Isa. 1: 16—20). 

In today’s world many lives are filled with sorrow 
which finds no comforting. They are, as it were, in a “dry 
and thirsty land where no water is.” Those individuals 
who can bring refreshment to such souls are fittingly de- 
scribed by Isaiah as “a watered garden, and like a spring 
of water, whose waters fail not.” 

Lastly, the life filled with the water of life is a minis- 
ter of gladness. What more fitting symbol of gladness can 
we find than a clear, bright stream, dancing and leaping 
in the sunshine? Just to look at it, just to listen to it, is 
to catch the contagion of its joyful movement. The dis- 
ciples of Christ whose spirituality has its source in heav- 
enly places and flows in the sunshine of God’s love shall 
dispense cheer and gladness. Their very presence will 
encourage the desponding, the melancholy, the fearful. 

All in all, the duties and responsibilities of the Chris- 
tian are vast, but if he drinks bountifully of the “living 
waters” his life will develop the finest godly character- 
istics and will spontaneously pass them on to others. 


He who believes in Christ and in His truth 
Shall honored be, and from his heart shall flow 
Waters of life for all, both aged and youth, 
Who seek the Lord above, not things below. 
These waters pure—the truth which all should know— 
Will cleanse the heart and purify the soul. 
They make men kind and just to friend and foe 
And help the weak their passions to control. 
Faint hopes of those who press toward the goal 
This stream revives, new courage it imparts; 
And sins which have for ages taken toll 

These waters will remove from human hearts. 
O thirsty souls, who seek from sin release, 
Drink of this stream till you are blest with peace. 
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The Second Coming— Visible or Invisible? 


of the teachings of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, one of 
the most widespread and aggressive of sects. 
Our opinion as such would have no validity, and to ex- 
press it would be presumptuous; the judgment of the 
Scriptures is another matter. For the Witnesses as fellow- 
citizens we have only the kindest of feelings; we com- 
mend their zeal but regret that it is not according to 
knowledge (Romans 10: 2). No true Christian will stoop 
to personal acrimony or ridicule; but beliefs are public 
property; and when circulated in 100 languages and to 
the extent of 600 million books and booklets, these ideas 
invite criticism and comparison. And we are convinced 
that comparison with the Word of God is the one thing 
they will not stand. 
A tract circulated by this organization reads thus on 
its cover: 


THE SIGN OF CHRIST’S PRESENCE 


Is That Sign Now Seen? 
If He were to be visible, no sign would be needed. 
Since a sign was foretold, He must come invisibly. 


Fert time to time we are asked to state our opinion 


The tract proceeds to develop the theory that it is vain 
to expect the visible, personal return of the Saviour; in 
fact, He is already here. Not only is He here, but His 
kingdom is fully established and He has been reigning 
as king since 1914! Not, of course, His body—He has no 
body—but His presence, His spiritual presence. “Bible 
Chronology . . . fixes the time of Christ’s second presence 
and the assuming of His right to rule as at 1914; this date 
was published in The Watchtower as early as 1879, 35 
years before 1914.” 

So, “that’s our story, and we stick to it,” ever since 
1879, regardless of facts. One is reminded of the little 
girl’s classic definition of faith: “Believing something 
you know isn’t so.” 

The fact is, this far-fetched theory is a cover-up for 
a colossal mistake, born of a disregard of the Saviour’s 
express prohibition against time-setting (Mark 13: 32). 


According to the Witnesses 


It might be enlightening to take a quick look at the 
background of this movement. Its spiritual father was 
Charles Taze Russell, who was born in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
in 1852. In 1879 he began publication of The Watchtower, 
which is still the official organ of his heirs, the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. 

Mr. Russell stated that after a close investigation with 
a certain Mr. Barber, he came to the conclusion that the 
year 1874 was the date at which the Lord’s presence and 
the harvest of the earth began. Christ was personally 
present, but invisible, hidden in the “desert,” or wilder- 
ness, engaged in the “investigative judgment” of the 
dead. After forty years, with this work accomplished, He 
would reveal Himself and take His power; in other 
words, 1914 would mark the close of the Gentile times, 
bringing the overthrow and complete destruction of the 
powers of the present world, political, financial, and ec- 


clesiastical; thus ushering in the Millennium and the 
Kingdom of God. 

During this forty-year period, the world moved heed- 
lessly along as though the Son of God were not present. 
Nothing happened. Well, in 1914 there was a major war, 
but it ended and we have had a couple more since, many 
ups and downs, but nothing that even faintly resembled 
the Reign of Christ as we find it described in the Bible. 
This period, then, must be counted out as lost—a major 
error. We are uninformed at this moment as to how it 
was explained away, but the 1914 date was definitely 
retained. 

Then there was a curious step forward of eleven years, 
to 1925. (“Millions Now Living Will Never Die.”) You 
might not notice the difference for a while, they ex- 
plained, for the living must be rewarded before the gen- 
eral resurrection, and salvation is “of the Jew first,” and 
then of the Gentile. So the Gentiles must wait their turn, 
still mortal and dying, until the Jews were all judged and 
rewarded; if a Jew died, it was evidence of his incorri- 
gibility. Millions living in 1925, Jew and Gentile, have 
died and are still dying. Another major debacle, but no 
candid admission of failure by the Witnesses. 

Christ assumed His right to rule in 1914, they say. 
Pushing Pastor Russell’s 40 years of preparation and 
judgment ahead from there, just to be charitable, gets us 
to 1954. We are therefore three years—or is it 43 ?—in- 
side the Millennium! Is the desperately sick society of 
1957 the fulfillment of all the glowing prophecies of the 
Second Coming and the Kingdom of Heaven? Is this the 
finished work of God, the consummation of His plan? If 
the Reign of Christ is like this, deliver us! It was better 
before 1914. 

The tract summarizes thus: “The fulfillment of Bible 
prophecy does indeed show that the year 1914 marked the 
second presence of Christ, the establishment of His king- 
dom, and the beginning of the ‘time of the end’ of this 
old system of things.” 

This is bad reasoning. 


According to the Scriptures 


The Kingdom of God is not established at the begin- 
ning of the time of the end; it cannot co-exist with the 
kingdoms of men. It can be said to be “established” only 
after the complete destruction of the present order (Rev. 
11:15). Christ is not enthroned until His enemies are 
made His footstool (Ps. 110: 1). 

This is not the Millennium: of that we are as certain 
as of our existence. When Christ returns to earth, His 
first work will be to “bind the devil”—all evil—for a 
thousand years (Rev. 20:1, 2). Not 997 years, or 957 
years, but a full thousand years. If there are any signs, 
or even the smallest sign, that the binding of the devil has 
even begun, we fail to discern them. If Jesus Christ has 
been here as King for 43 years (Rutherford) or 88 years 
(Russell), what has He been doing with His time? What 
has He to show for it? When, if ever, will the turning 
point come? when will we begin to see results? 

This remarkable belief seems to stem from a miscon- 
ception of the Greek word parousia, translated “coming” 





May 18, 1957 





THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 5 








in the A.V., R.V., Douay and R.S.V., also Weymouth’s, 
Goodspeed’s and the Twentieth Century modern-language 
versions. The New World Translation, Watchtower’s own, 
renders it “presence.” Dr. Moffatt favors “arrival.” The 
Emphatic Diaglott is impartial: e. g., “presence” in Matt. 
24:27, and “coming” in I Thess. 4: 15. 

All are correct. The first definition of parousia (Liddell 
& Scott’s Greek-English Lexicon) is “presence”: the sec- 
ond is “arrival.” Before Christ’s “presence” can be with 
us, He must “arrive.” This is elementary. There is no 
qualification of the “presence” as invisible, and there is 
no valid reason for such an assumption; but the afore- 
mentioned glaring failures of the past and an unwilling- 
ness to acknowledge them lead the Witnesses to loudly 
proclaim their own interpretation of the first definition, 
while ignoring the second—the “arrival.” 

There is no difficulty whatever if we have no theory to 
support, and are willing to accept the plain statements of 
the Scriptures. Would an invisible “presence” fulfill, for 
instance, such a passage as I Thess. 4:13—17? 

The tract cited at the beginning states that Jesus, after 
His resurrection, was immaterial, like the angels; but, 
like them, He could “materialize,” assuming a human 
form to convince His disciples that He was indeed alive. 
This comes perilously close to the idea of an immortal 
soul, or even of Spiritualism, which the Witnesses claim 
to deny. Immateriality is another name for nonentity. 
An idea or abstraction may be immaterial, but never a 
living being. In the resurrection, Paul tells us, “there is 
a natural body, and there is a spiritual body”; first the 
natural, and then, after judgment, the spiritual; but nei- 
ther is immaterial. An immaterial body would be a mere 
nothing. 

The spiritual, or immortal, body will be as real as our 
present bodies of flesh and blood, capable of pleasurable 
sensation, but free from pain, sickness and decay. Jesus, 
for forty days after His resurrection, had not yet been 
judged, so was still flesh and blood (Luke 24: 39). Now, 
sitting at the Father’s right hand, He has been enjoying 
a glorified body for 1,900 years. 


Angels: Material Beings 


It is true that angels—material beings who could eat 
Abraham’s food and wrestle with Jacob—have the power 
to control their visibility. This is a miraculous power in 
which we firmly believe. Jesus seems to have possessed 
it to an extent during His ministry, and after His res- 
urrection He employed it more frequently and fully, for 
good reasons of which we are not informed. Yet His ap- 
pearances were frequent enough and public enough to 
seal His claim with genuineness, and His own statements 
make it clear that He was yet mortal (Luke 24: 39; John 
20:17; cf. John 7:39; Acts 2: 1—4). 

The faithful have the promise from Jesus’ own lips of 
being made “equal unto the angels” (Luke 20: 36) ; the 
Apostle Paul asserts that this mortal body shall be 
changed and made like the glorious body of Jesus (Phil. 
3:20, 21), who is the only member of our race who has 
yet been made in the image of God (Col. 1:15; I Tim. 
6: 15, 16). The Divine nature in its physical form is com- 
mon to the Father, the Son, the angels, and the glorified, 
rewarded faithful. If of that fortunate number, shall we 
be for ever invisible to one another—mere phantom 


“presences’’—or shall we “know as we are known” (I Cor. 
13:12)? The Church is typified as the Bride of Christ, 
involving the closest and most intimate of relations, wed- 
lock. Will she never see her Bridegroom? 


Christ: “Every eye shall see him” 


The Watchtower tract quotes John 14: 19 to prove the 
invisibility of Christ: “Yet a little while, and the world 
seeth me no more.” And for a very good reason: He was 
going away to heaven. Why do they not quote the remain- 
der of the verse: “. . . but ye see me: because I live, ye 
shall live also.” This argument is as feeble as the com- 
ment on Rev. 1:7, “Behold he cometh . . . and every eye 
shall see him.” “Does it necessarily follow that this must 
be a literal seeing? How could people scattered over mil- 
lions of square miles all see a human body in the sky at 
the same time?” (Italics ours.) 

The text does not say “at the same time.” According 
to Micah 7: 15, 16, the judgments on the nations which 
accompany the apocalypse of Christ will occupy forty 
years. For that matter, no miracle would really be needed 
to fulfill this promise: with communications at even the 
present level of perfection, between radio, television, and 
jungle drum, the whole world could know of such an 
earth-shaking event in less than 48 hours. 

For us, as it should be to every professed Christian, the 
words of the angels from on high are enough. On the 
Mount of Ascension, the sweet assurance was given: 
“This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). How did He go away? 
Bodily and visibly. How will He come? As He went away. 
They saw Him go with their physical eyes, not with their 
understanding only. This word “come” is eleusetai, fu- 
ture form of erchomenon, “to come back; esp., the Ad- 
vent.” 

Jesus, in Matt. 24: 30, states that not only His disciples 
but “all the tribes of the earth ... shall see the Son of 
man coming (erchomenon) in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.” The basic fact of His Advent is 
a personal revealing, active from its first moment, not an 
invisible presence brooding impotently for forty years 
while the world goes from bad to worse. 

The Judgment scene, as described in Matt. 25: 31— 
46, presumes and requires the physical presence of the 
Judge and the actual sound of His voice as the faithful 
and unfaithful servants present their accounts before 
Him. ‘When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered all 
nations. .. .” No hint of invisibility here, nor in Luke 
21:36: “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye 
may be accounted worthy to escape all these things which 
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.” 
How shall we stand before One whose whereabouts is 
unknown? 


God: “The pure in heart . . . shall see God” 


“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 
Is the Son more exclusive than the Father? Never! One 
of the last recorded promises is, “The throne of God and 
of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve 
... This is the hope 


him: and they shall see his face 
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which inspired the beloved John to write: “We know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is” (I John 3: 2). Not the Father, but 
He who shall appear (phaneros—‘open to sight, visible’) ; 
not as He was in the days of His flesh, but as He is—im- 
mortal, glorified, radiant with indwelling light. 

It is this sight which will cause our mortal bodies to 
put on immortality: “But we all with open face behold- 
ing ... the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory” (II Cor. 3:18). 

It is not only the 144,000 associate rulers (Rev. 14:1; 
20:4) who shall see the King in His beauty (Isa. 33:17). 
Kings, at least legitimate kings, do not hide themselves. 
According to the Prophet Zechariah (14:16), the sub- 
ject nations of earth will make joyful pilgrimages from 
year to year to the New Jerusalem to worship the King. 
If He were for ever invisible, there would be no point in 
journeying to the seat of His power. 


Signs — Spurious 


As to the sign or signs of Christ’s parousia, or arrival, 
it is clear from the contexts that the question implied a 
premonitory sign of an impending event, not the con- 
firmation of an accomplished fact. Jesus knew that men 
are by nature superstitious, and have ever been prone to 
see in every unusual or adverse circumstance a sign from 
heaven. This is one facet of human nature which is un- 
changed to this day. Wars, pestilences, earthquakes, 
windstorms, floods, famines, unseasonable weather, in- 
sect plagues, fires, depressions, and even petty personal 
misfortunes, are taken by the ignorant for evidence of 
Divine wrath or signs of the “end of the world.” 

It is plain that Jesus, instead of encouraging this be- 
lief, as our Jehovah’s Witness friends insist, is teach- 
ing the exact opposite. These convulsions and cataclysms, 
physical and political, are not the signs of His coming, 
but a normal part of the human scene, only a small “be- 
ginning” of what the real “time of trouble” (Dan. 12: 1) 
will be. There have been earthquakes and storms, crop 
failures and epidemics from the beginning of time. When 
man gets in the way, he gets hurt. Nowadays more people 
are affected because there are more people; percentage- 
wise, the damage tcday is far less than in the past. The 
influenza epidemic of 1918—19, cited by the Witnesses as 
a “sign,” was destructive, but could not compare in 
horror with the Black Death in the 14th century, in which 
25,000,000 persons perished, and Europe lost a fourth 
of her population. There is no evidence that earthquakes 
are more numerous or more severe in this century than 
in any other. Destruction from volcanic action is actually 
decreasing to the vanishing point. 

Wars are vast in scope and terribly destructive, but 
every war is terrible to those directly affected; and the 
hand of God is not in them. They settle nothing, nor do 
they make a dent in earth’s burgeoning population. Na- 
tions expand and collapse, and others step into the vacuum 
created. These are not the true signs of Christ’s second 
advent. 

In His memorable discourse in Matthew 24, our Lord 
warns against being misled by these oft-misinterpreted 
events. In a few sentences He compasses the history of 
His people, His nation, and the world, from His day to 
our own. He tells of impending persecution (v. 9), of 
the preaching of the gospel to the Roman world and the 


fulfillment of the Apostolic commission (v. 14) and the 
end of the Jewish age; of the destruction of Jerusalem 
by Titus (vs. 15—20); the “abomination of desolation” 
being the Roman legions and not the United Nations, 
(as the Witnesses have it); of the Great Apostasy (vs. 
21, 22): and the time of the end (vs. 23—44). 

Jesus was the greatest of the prophets, and He fore- 
saw the emergence in the latter days of the Russell-Ruth- 
erford heresy of the invisible parousia, and in vs. 23, 26 
of this chapter He speaks a solemn warning: “Therefore 
if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; 
believe it not. ... Wherefore if they shall say unto you, 
Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in 
the secret chamber; believe it not.” 

Why not? What is our protection against this decep- 
tion? 

“For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shin- 
eth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be” (v. 27). 

Lightning is, above all else, visible; it cannot be con- 
cealed. 


Signs — Genuine 


Not that there are no signs: they are numerous and 
very important. Without them, we should be lost in the 
smog of uncertainty. Understanding them, believing 
them, we can prepare for the greatest of all events. The 
fulfilled prophecies of the past confirm our faith in the 
Bible, and assure us that the “signs” of our own genera- 
tion are genuine and significant. 

Such a sign is Paul’s statement in II Tim. 3: 1—5, 18, 
fulfilled in the present moral—or immoral—condition of 
society. Such is the “distress of nations, with perplexity,” 
the political chaos, the universal fear and foreboding 
pictured in Luke 21: 25, 26. Such is the armament race 
(Joel 3:9, 10), parallel with the world-wide cry for 
peace (I Thess: 1:3). Such is the existence today of the 
saving truth of the Scriptures, alive again after nearly 
thirteen centuries of unrelieved darkness. 

The last and greatest sign is yet to come. When it comes, 
there will no longer be time or space for doubt. This is the 
coming of the Forerunner, Elijah the prophet (Mal. 4:5), 
with power to restore the gifts of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 
17: 11), to raise the dead in Christ (I Thess. 4:17), and 
to implement the great change from faith to sight, from 
the kingdoms of men to the everlasting Kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ (Rev. 11:15). 

Believing the words of Jesus, “But of that day and 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father” (Mark 13: 32), 
we avoid the error of time-setting, with its harvest of 
disillusionment and evasion. The coming of the Son of 
man is as certain as the rising of the sun, but it is yet 
future. The true signs proclaim that it is near, even at 
the doors. In this interregnum of uncertainty, with events 
moving swiftly and irreversibly toward a stupendous 
climax, our Lord’s admonition is timely, even vital: 

“Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when 
the time is. 

“Watch ye therefore; for ye know not when the master 
of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the 
cockcrowing, or in the morning: 

“Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 

“And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.” 





_Svessing 


SCENE III 


PAUL, the great missionary apostle, is a prisoner “ in his 
own hired house” in Rome, awaiting trial before Nero. 
At his coming to the capital, he found a congregation of 
Christians awaiting his leadership, and though in chains 
and under guard, he is still the counselor and governor, 
not only of this church, but of a far-flung chain of eccle- 
sias. Daily, members of his flock come to him with their 
problems. 

In the previous scene, the problem was Ambition and 
Personal Sacrifice. LUCIUS, a young Roman patrician, is 
torn between the things which are seen and those which 
are not seen. With his background and ability, there are 
a great many things which could be his, but which he 
must give up in order to gain the things of real value. 
The apostle, with the tenderness and understanding of a 
father, reasons with him on the uncertainty of this life 
and all it can give, and the wisdom of seeking for endur- 
ing rewards, 

In Scene Ill of the drama, which was presented in 
Megiddo Church, October 1, 1956, the problem is Hope- 
lessness. We are brought face to face with one of the 
ugliest and most vicious features of Roman society, human 
slavery. Christianity had a special appeal for the de- 
pressed classes, for it offered them something better; it 
gave them manhood, dignity, equality, hope, even in such 
a world as this. 

It was not to be expected, however, that these things 
should be acquired and maintained easily. The present 
is so much more obvious than the future, be that future 
ever so bright, and every mortal has his low moments. 

As in the preceding scene, the guard sits in his corner, 
half asleep. PAUL is seated with TELEMACHUS, a short, 
middle-aged Greek in the coarse garb of a slave, whose 
face is stamped with the bitterness of despair. 


PROBLEM: HOPELESSNESS 


TEL. Hope! You talk of hope. 
Is there anything more hopeless 
than the life of a slave? A slave— 
yes! And no hope of ever being 
anything else. Is this the way God 
treats His children—some of 
them? It seems to me that a faith 
like Christianity is for free men, 
for those who can choose their 
own course of action. What chance 
has a slave? 

PAUL. No, my son, it is for all. 
It is a message of hope to all men. 
None of us can escape trouble and 
chastening. We all have our prob- 
lems, and this is yours, a part of 
your discipline. 

TEL. [desperately] It is more 
than a problem, it is a burden 
that I simply can’t endure! 

PAUL. You are near-sighted, 
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“Look, my son, look; what is this?” Paul said as he held up his chains. 






“,.. in perils in the sea...” 


Brother Telemachus. Look ahead to the end of the mat- 
ter, to the glory to be revealed. 

TEL. Look ahead! To what? A life of brutal labor and 
cruel treatment, and the death of a beast. I try to look 
ahead, sir, but it is small relief. To think of food to come 
next week or next month is only a torment to a hungry 
man. I want something now! 

PAUL. You can have something now. You already have it, 
if you could but recognize it. The hundredfold is waiting 
for you, aS soon as you lay hold upon it. 

TEL. What does this hundredfold look like? Is it beat- 
ings and starvation? Is it heat and cold and thirst and 
endless toil? Is it the constant threat of being sold into 
the arena, to make a Roman holiday? I try to dream of 
a glorious time to come, when all men will be brothers 
and Christ the King over all, but always I am awakened 
by the coarse voice of my master and roughly brought 
back to reality—to slavery. Why should this be? 

PAUL. I do not know. I cannot account for many things 
in this life. But I have learned one lesson which has been 
priceless to me. Have you ever been shipwrecked, Tele- 
machus? 

TEL. No, I have never even seen the sea. 

PAUL. I have been, several times. The first time—that 
was off Paphos—I was panic stricken. I struggled and 
thrashed and was on the point of sinking, when some- 
thing said to me, “Relax. The water is ready to bear you 
up. Let it help you.” That is what I did. I turned on my 
back and floated quietly until strength returned and my 
mind cleared, and I was saved. So I say to you, and to 
all who have problems, or burdens as you call them: do 
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not struggle against circumstances which can’t be 
changed; use them. Accept them and build around them 
and with them. ; 

TEL. [vesentfully] You have never known the life of a 
slave—to have no rights, not a moment you can call your 
own, to be completely— 

PAUL. Look, my son, look; what is this? 

TEL. A chain. 

PAUL. Are you in chains? 

TEL. No, not at this moment... . I’m sorry, father. I 
can begin to see— 

PAUL. I am not free to come and go, not as free as you 
are. Yet I do not complain; I try to let the water of ad- 
versity hold me up. What do I gain? I have leisure to 
write letters to the churches. I have time to get the physi- 
cal rest I never had when I was free. And I have great op- 
portunity to develop those jewels of patience and con- 
tentment. Yes, I even have some good talks with my 
guards. I think I may have converted a couple of them— 
at least they took them away. 

TEL. But you are a free citizen, and at least you have 
hope of a trial and release. 

PAUL. Perhaps; perhaps not. Would you like to change 
places with me? Would you like to be at the mercy of the 
Emperor Nero on one of his bad days? 

TEL. [looking uneasily at soldier] Be careful, sir. 

PAUL. Oh, that’s all right. This fellow doesn’t under- 
stand Greek. He’s a Dacian; very kind to me, but we 
have to use sign language. . . . But to come back to your 
condition. Let’s be realistic. You are a slave. What can 
you do about it, if you do not accept it? 

TEL. [szlenly] Run away. 

PAUL. You be careful. You know the penalty, don’t 
you? It isn’t worth it. Even if you escaped, you would still 
be a miserable fugitive, living in fear, unable to meet 
with the church of Christ—the only place where you can 
find equality and fellowship now. Just as important is the 
fact that the truth of Christ must not suffer. Christians 
should be trustworthy. 

TEL. [rising] Even so, it is the only way I can see that 
I can find myself. Here I have no self. I am not a human 
being, not a person, neither man nor woman, but a thing. 
Service is the name the Romans give us; not servants, 
but only service. 

PAUL. [thoughtfully] Have you ever thought, my son, 
how like the Christian life that is? Slavery is the com- 
plete extinction of all personal rights, the loss of individ- 
uality. So in Christ we must surrender our individuality, 
we must lose our freedom to do as we please. No matter 
what we are by accident of birth, in Christ Jesus there 
is neither Paul nor Telemachus, neither slave nor free, 
rich nor poor, Jew nor Greek, male nor female: all is 
lost in one grand ideal—service. Service to God and to 
our fellow man. It is a noble service which opens the 
door to a new life, a wider freedom than we could ever 
have imagined when we were trying to have a self. I am 
Christ’s slave, and we are both Christ’s freemen by virtue 
of our wholehearted service. And this service includes 
your relations with your master. 

TEL. You mean I owe him something? 

PAUL. Yes, you do. Part of Christ’s service is to render 
honest service to your master according to the flesh, if 
you are called being a slave. You must glorify your serv- 
ice with the spirit of a Christian, not stealing, nor work- 
ing only when the overseer is around. We must show 
that the Christians are different. You have a great op- 
portunity to witness for Christ right where you are, by 
the quality and honesty of your service. 

TEL. [with disgust] That may be all right for a decent 
master. Mine is a beast. 


PAUL. All the more test of your manhood in Christ. We 
cannot meet or cure evil with evil. And the higher free- 
dom you enjoy enables you to choose. If you are com- 
manded to do something which would make you deny the 
faith, you can choose to witness by your suffering, or, 
if it comes to that, your martyrdom, just as I am pre- 
pared to witness at this moment. 

TEL. [slowly] This is not easy advice to take. 

PAUL. When did the good things ever come easy? But, 
after all, as I said, let’s be realistic. It’s the sensible thing to 
do, as well as the right thing. Who gets sold into the 
arena? Is it the diligent, honest worker, or the one who 
is rebellious and intractable and dangerous? It is pos- 
sible that your condition is not as hopeless as you think. 
Slaves gain their freedom; they are being manumitted 
every day. Freedom is far preferable, if you can get it 
lawfully. Why not work to this end? 

TEL. Not a chance. 

PAUL. How do you know? Try it. 

TEL. The truth is, I hate to oblige the old beast. 

PAUL. Telemachus, you are lowering yourself to the 
level of personal hatred, which is far below the level of 
the Christian. You are fighting the battle on his field in- 
stead of your own, and you can never win by hating. Most 
men have something good in them, if we look for it. Try 
to find something in your master that you can approve, 
and serve that portion of him. Who knows? You might 
convert him by your example. Stranger things have hap- 
pened. 

TEL. I doubt it. 

PAUL. Now here’s a test. Would you, a Christian, 
change places with your heathen master? Be truthful, 
now. 

TEL. [thoughtfully] No, I can’t say that I would. 

PAUL. He is not free—not as free as you are. He is a 
slave to his riches, a slave to his social caste and custom, 
a slave to his evil habits, his lusts and desires, a slave to 
a thousand gross superstitions, a slave to mortality. From 
all these things you are free, or can be. He is the one 
who is really hopeless. What is more hopeless than the 
life of a slave? It is the life and death of a slave to sin. 
Can’t you begin to see your hundredfold? 

TEL. Yes, I can. Things look different. 

PAUL. Freedom begins and ends in the mind. No one 
can enslave that without your consent. If your mind is 
above external things, then nothing from without can 
take command of you. Other men may own your body, 
but your soul is yours to give to whomsoever you choose. 
You belong to a body where all men are brothers and 
Christ is supreme, even now. Your master cannot trust 
his own household, and his life and happiness are at the 
mercy of the Emperor. What would he give to enjoy such 
fellowship as we have! 

TEL. [standing erect, his head up] I see. I am a slave 
only if I choose to be. I’m glad I came tonight. I can face 
it once more—and win. 

PAUL. Remember, my son, that all present conditions 
are transient. This is but a phase, a minor phase, of your 
training. Never forget that you are a king in training, 
and your discipline is valuable, for no man is fit to rule 
until he learns to obey. Remember that when Rome, with 
all her glitter and show, her corruption and cruelty, is a 
forgotten ruin, you can be associating on equal terms 
with immortals and building a new world. Remember 
that time is very short and eternity is very long. What 
matter what our present condition is, if it does not con- 
trol us? if we are not overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good? . . . Good night, my son, 


[They clasp hands as the curtain falls.] 
Next Problem: OLD AGE AND DEATH. 
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OBITUARY 
LAURA M. SUITER 


Death is fittingly termed the “king of terrors.” It is 
an enemy, often called the Grim Reaper; for it destroys 
humanity without respect to persons. 

We were reminded once again of this fact when, on 
May 4, the long and useful life of one of our oldest mem- 
bers, Sister Laura M. Suiter, was suddenly brought to a 
close. 

Sister Suiter was born in LaFayette, Oregon, Sept. 11, 
1870. She was the daughter of Franklin and Anna Mary 
Burnett Martin. She is survived by a daughter, Mrs. 
Maude E. Wyckoff, Glendale Calif., a son, W. Kent Suiter, 
Anaheim, Calif., and a sister, Mrs. Estella Bosch, Port- 
land, Oregon. 

Our Sister became a member of our Mission in May, 
1894. She was one of the number of truth-seekers who 
composed the little church in Barry, IIl., of which the 
late Rev. Maud Hembree was pastor. When, in the year 
1901, the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of our Mission, 
built a large mission steamer for the purpose of doing 
missionary work on the Mississippi River and its tribu- 
taries, Sister Suiter was one of the ninety members who 
participated in this work of spreading the glad tidings 
of Christ’s coming Kingdom. 

In the year 1904 when the Mission established its head- 
quarters in the present location in Rochester, our sleep- 
ing Sister was among the number of active and ardent 
missionaries who were sent with the Glad Tidings to 
hundreds of cities and towns in the U.S.A. and Canada. 

But Sister Suiter’s greatest contribution to the Cause 
lies in her many years of service with the MEGIDDO MEs- 
SAGE. For over 30 years she played an active part in the 
contribution of articles, preparation of copy, and the 
tedious task of reading proofs. To this work she was un- 
tiringly devoted, nor did her zeal abate with age. As 





Laura M. Suiter 


much as her strength permitted she eagerly helped, and 
when failing eyesight threatened to stop her, by the aid 
of a large magnifying glass she continued to lend her as- 
sistance to the work she loved. 

She can well be said to be numbered with the class that 
believes “it is better to wear out than rust out.” To us 
whose duty it is to continue the publication of the MEs- 
SAGE our Sister’s devotion and punctuality will ever be 
an inspiration and a challenge. 

She will be greatly missed in all our services and gath- 
erings. Funeral services were conducted on May 8, in the 
Megiddo Mission Church, by the Rev. Percy J. Thatcher. 
Interment was in Mount Hope Cemetery where lie our 
beloved dead, awaiting the sound of the “last trump” 
which shall call them from their quiet resting place to 
stand before the great Judge who will reward everyone 
according to his works. 


Only one life, ‘twill soon be past. 
Only what’s done for Christ will last. 





There are two trails in life. One trail leads along the 
foothills, through the valley and down into the swamps 
of despair, where those who travel are forever looking 
over their shoulders in trembling and fear. 

The other trail, we shall find, is higher up the hill, and 
it leads to the very Apex of Ambition, up, up, where the 
light lingers even when the sun is down. Travelers on 
this trail have their eyes on the summit ahead and not on 
the swamp behind. 

Remember, the direction of your gaze determines your 
destination—Summit or Swamp. 





Musings of the Editor 


LS ese men engage in great and difficult projects, they 
value first-rate helpers. 

We, as Christians, have launched the greatest undertaking 
on earth today—the forming of such perfect and holy char- 
acters as to be selected by Christ for His eternal associates. 
The undertaking is tremendous, but we are not left without 
capable, efficient helpers. Did not Paul say, Our light afflic- 
tion worketh for us (II Cor. 4: 17)? 

Blessed God-sent helpers! Yet we resent 

HELPERS their presence, we resist them, we snub 

them, we hinder their work on our behalf. 

How can we expect to receive their gracious assistance when 
we treat them so rudely! 

Perhaps if we would step aside, in faith believing that they 
are working “for us” and not against us, and for a season 
simply observe and study their deft, swift action in our be- 
half, we might learn to appreciate their presence. If they are 
working “for us,” can we not work with them? Perhaps their 
work would be the sooner accomplished. 

“When all kinds of trials and temptations crowd into your 
lives, my brothers, don’t resent them as intruders, but wel- 
come them as friends”—helpers—to gain for us that far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Meditate upon these things: give thyself wholly to them; 
that thy profiting may appear to all” (I Timothy 4: 15). 


“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, 
and my Redeemer,” was the prayer of the poet-king of 
Israel. He might with good logic have given the medita- 
tion of the heart the first place, for it is there that the 
words of our mouth and the works of our hands are con- 
ceived and ordered. Man’s greatest asset is his mental 
equipment, his complex brain which can remember and 
reason from cause to effect, which can weigh and balance 
and choose his course of action. Nothing like it exists in 
all the visible creation. 

But this ability to think and reason and meditate is not 
necessarily a blessing: it can and often does make the 
thinker and those whose lives are within his sphere of 
influence, very unhappy. As with everything else, it is a 
tool which can be used for good or evil. A fire engine is 
a valuable piece of equipment, but if it is used to throw 
kerosene on the fire, it is a curse instead of a blessing. So 
if the mind meditates the wrong things and so prompts 
wrong actions, it is worse than useless. Obviously, then, 
the function of meditation, which involves both planning 
and reflection, requires rigid control and direction if it 
is to be acceptable in the sight of the Creator of both 
mind and body. 

The Psalmist, who sometimes failed lamentably to take 
his own advice and suffered greatly thereby, states the 
guiding principle in the plainest of words: “Blessed is 
the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly 
... but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his 
law doth he meditate day and night” (Ps. 1:1, 2). Paul 
is more specific as he reveals the secret of his success: 
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, . . . hon- 
est,...just,...pure,... lovely, ... of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things” (Phil. 4: 8). Conversely, if there is no vir- 
tue or praise apparent in a subject, do not think or medi- 
tate upon it. “If you can see no glory to God in a thing,” 
said our founder, “just let it alone,” even in thought. 
For it is a definite principle of the Christian faith that 
we are responsible for the thoughts we harbor. Cherished 
foolishness in thought is sin (Prov. 24:9); cherished 
hatred is murder (I John 3:15); cherished lust is 
counted adultery (Matt. 5: 28). 

Other translations make the idea in our text more 
active and less contemplative. “Be diligent in these 
things” (Revised Version); “Attend to these duties” 
(Moffatt); “Cultivate these things’ (Goodspeed). No 
difference—it is merely meditation translated into action, 
which is the only kind worth having. 

For “these things” to affect our eternal salvation, we 
must not only meditate and act upon them, but it must be 
a sustained, continuous, singleminded service. “Give thy- 
self wholly to them.” God has promised to give us for 


our labor a reward “exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think,” and we are very small and insignifi- 
cant; is it too much that we give ourselves wholly to the 
task of making ourselves worthy of it? Not earning it— 
we could never do that in a million years of a perfect 
life—but just making ourselves worthy by complying 
with the conditions. “A double minded man is unstable 
in all his ways,” says the practical James. “Let not that 
man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord.” 
And his Teacher laid down the principle that “no serv- 
ant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon” (Luke 16:13). The only truly happy and success- 
ful life is the completely consecrated, fully surrendered 
life, “none of self and all of Thee.” 

The last sentence of our text uses the word “profiting” 
in an archaic sense, the true idea being better expressed 
by “progress,” which is the word found in practically all 
other translations. The law of life is progress, and when 
we cease to go forward, we immediately begin to slip 
backward, for time marches on. It is imperative that we 
keep our minds active and rust-free, that we may be alert 
to the dangers and the opportunities that surround us. It 
is only the alert who will survive in God’s eternal future. 
If our conception of things divine is not constantly widen- 
ing, our discernment of good and evil growing keener, 
our faith and our works visibly increasing as the days 
pass, we are not progressing, and the progressive new 
world is not for us. It we fail at the moment to pass this 
test, let us rejoice that a little more time has been granted 





of it. 

If we were to perform the duties prescribed in the Law 
with no other object than that our progress might be 
noted by others, our works would be completely unaccept- 
able; for we are often warned against the low, contempti- 
ble motive of seeking the praise of men. The rendering 
of this phrase in the Emphatic Diaglott is better: “Make 
these things thy care: be occupied in them; so that thy 
progress may be manifest in all things.” Note that this 
eliminates the idea of our good works appearing to all 
men—a thing which should not enter into our motives— 
and substitutes the thought of manifest or visible prog- 
ress in all things, which we know is a basic principle of 
the Faith. 

The love of approbation is perfectly natural, and it is 
not wrong except as it is misused. We all like praise, 
spoken or unspoken. But we should seek the approval of 
God, and not man. By daily comparison of our lives with 
the Word—‘“holding our soul in one hand and the law 
in the other”—we can know whether or not we are ap- 
proved. If on the road to the Kingdom, we will not have 
to set up a stake or use a micrometer to see if we are 
progressing. Many times we will have to see ourselves 
through the eyes of others, for it is natural to view our- 
selves in a deceptively favorable light. If our works are 
pleasing to God, we need have no fear of being misunder- 
stood by His people, who are as ready to see the good 
fruits as the evil. If we claim to be one of His, let us re- 
member this principle. It works in both directions. Are 
we as ready to give due credit as to accept it? Let us 
never forget that a word of deserved praise or encourage- 
ment is good medicine for both giver and receiver. 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
wil! publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Does the Bible teach that a vegetarian diet is preferable to 


a meat diet? Some say meat was not eaten until after the 
Flood. Is this true? 


The fact that Abel was a keeper of sheep makes it 
highly probable that meat was eaten as well as fruits, 
vegetables, and grains. Under the Mosaic administra- 
tion certain meats which were considered unclean or un- 
healthy were forbidden, but there was no restriction 
against eating good meat. Numerous records are given 
where the people of God ate meat, as when Abraham 
a the calf and set meat before the angels (Gen. 18: 

This notion, to eat or not to eat meat, existed in Paul’s 
day, and Paul’s answer is very specific in Romans 14. He 
leaves it, as we leave the subject, an individual matter, 
and each should do what is best for his particular case. 
Eat meat if meat is best for you; be a vegetarian if that 
is best for your health. In either case, do not insist that 
others should do as you do. In eating as in all other ac- 
tivities one rule must apply: all must be done to the glory 
of God (I Cor. 10:31). 


Does the Bible anywhere command us to pray for the sal- 
vation of the dead? Can the dead benefit by our prayers for 
them? 


There is no such command, The sacred writers clearly 
state that we must seek God while we live and have 
strength and opportunity. Paul says: “Now is the ac- 
cepted time; now is the day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). 
Jesus in His parable about the rich man taught that one’s 
opportunity ends at death (Luke 12:20). Those who 
have lived wickedly and were overtaken by death in that 
state could not be saved though Moses and Samuel (Jer. 
15:1; Ezek. 14: 14), or any of the righteous stood before 
God and pleaded for them. 

But James (5:16) says, “Pray one for another.” Do 
this while there is life, for in life only is there any hope. 
If you would win a friend for God, make the attempt 
while that friend lives, for there is no possible way to 
change one’s character in death. 


What does the Bible say about gossip? 


So abominable is this sin before God that from early 
times God condemned it. Moses taught his people: “Thou 
shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy peo- 
ple” (Lev. 19: 16). This commandment is terse. 

From the Wise Man we receive the following admoni- 
tion: “The words of a whisperer are like delicious mor- 
sels; they go down into the inner parts of the body. Like 
the glaze covering an earthen vessel are smooth lips with 
an evil heart. He who hates, dissembles with his lips and 
harbors deceit in his heart; when he speaks graciously, 
believe him not, for there are seven abominations in his 
heart; though his hatred be covered with guile; his wick- 
edness will be exposed in the assembly” (Prov. 26: 22— 
26, R.S.V.). Also, “A perverse man spreads strife, and 
a whisperer separates close friends” (Proverbs 16: 28). 
These denunciations are strong. 

Finally, listen to Paul: “For I fear that perhaps I may 
come and find you not what I wish, .. . that perhaps there 
may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, selfishness, slander, 
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gossip, conceit, and disorder” (II Cor. 12:20, R. S. V.). 
See also I Thess. 4: 11, 12; II Thess. 3:11; 1 Tim. 5:18; 
I Peter 4:15). 

The sin of gossip is as deadly as any other transgres- 
sion. It has a way of clothing itself in seeming innocence. 
Watch it—in yourself! 


Do you think that Jesus ever committed a sin? 


Jesus never sinned or transgressed God’s law after He 
knew it. But He had to learn right from wrong, to refuse 
the evil and choose the good by eating this truth (Isa. 7: 
14—16). Paul said, “Though he were a Son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered (Heb. 5: 8). 
The incident in the temple when Jesus was twelve years 
old exemplifies He had to learn to obey. He mistakenly 
thought the time had come that He should be about His 
Father’s business. He learned that instead He was yet 
to be subject to His parents (Luke 2:51). 


Can you impart any light on the phrase in the Lord’s 
Prayer, “Lead us not into temptation”? 


In the Greek Testament it is rendered, “and abandon 
us not to temptation.” And in Wilson’s Emphatic Diaglott: 
“abandon us not to trial but to preserve us from evil.” 
God never leads anyone into temptation, but He has 
promised that He “will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make 


a way to escape that ye may be able to bear it” (I Cor. 
10:13). 


What is Elijah coming to do? Why would true Christians 
need him? 


Besides turning the children of darkness to light, Eli- 
jah will come to restore all things (Matt. 17: 11), to ful- 
fill the prophecy of Joel in ushering in the latter rain of 
Holy Spirit power. Then the faithful will do greater 
works than Jesus, in fulfillment of John 14: 12, so the in- 
habitant of the land shall not say, I am sick (Isa. 33: 24). 

He comes as the herald of our King, the hope for which 
true believers through the ages have prayed and labored. 
Elijah will be instrumental in gathering the living be- 
lievers and raising the dead in Christ in preparation for 
the Judgment (Dan. 7:10; Matt. 25: 31—34) that they 
may meet Him in the air (I Thess. 4: 16, 17). 


How can one escape the troubles which we see coming on 
the earth as the Bible foretold they should come? 


It is true that “men’s hearts are failing them for fear” 
because of the things which are coming to pass. Besides 
the threat of World War III, the problems of over-popula- 
tion, shortages of food, water and other necessities are 
causing serious-minded men to consider the almost hope- 
lessness of humanity unless something is done—quickly. 

The answer for Christians is not to seek a way to flee 
and hide in isolation, for the problems are world-wide. 
But we can flee into the “strong tower” or hide in the 
“chamber” (Prov. 18:10; Isa. 26: 20), which the Lord 
provides. These are figurative expressions of God’s way 
of life, which, if we enter and practice faithfully, will 
merit for us divine protection in the time of world ca- 
lamity. And even though one should lose this life, if he 
has fully lived as God directed he shall be raised in due 
time to life immortal. 
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HELP ME TO CHOOSE 


Two tables are before me spread, 

Of which I have the right to choose; 
But I by Wisdom must be led 

If by my choice I do not lose. 


Of dainties tempting to the eye, 
And pleasing to the appetite, 

One table has a good supply, 
But there is death in every bite. 


Upon the other is displayed 
A score or more of viands, which, 
Though not so pleasingly arrayed, 
Are sure the system to enrich. 


Upon the one, bread of deceit 
Is found—of this I must beware; 
For who its grapes of wrath would eat, 
Is filled with sorrow and despair. 


Strange women tend the devil’s board, 
And with their flattery beguile; 

But all their wiles must be ignored, 
For their intent is to defile. 


Upon the table of the Lord 

Love, Joy, and Peace—and Hope abound; 
And blessings earth cannot afford 

Are centered here the year around. 


So I must choose ’twixt love and hate; 
Between ephemeral things of life 
And joys that never will abate. 
I must decide if peace or strife 


Shall be my lot: Lord, help me make 
The wiser choice, before too late. 
Help me earth’s follies to forsake, 
All good things love, the evil hate. 
—Contributed 


Hope, Christian soul! in every stage 

Of this thine earthly pilgrimage, 

Let heavenly joy thy thoughts engage; 
Abound in hope. 

Hope through the watches of the night; 

Hope till the morrow brings the light; 

Hope till thy faith be lost in sight; 
Abound in hope. 


Success may seem to shun you, 
Though working with your might, 
And heavy frosts of failure 
Your expectations blight; 
But if by honest purpose, 
Your efforts shall be led, 
Some day they will reward you — 
Keep your grit and go ahead. 


IF YOU CAN 


If you can keep your peace when other folks are 
stirred, 

And institute a plan with kindly spoken word, 

Where tensions disappear, because God speaks 
through you, 

You'll have sufficient grace to see another’s view. 


If you can keep your joy when others start to 
frown, 

And let the sunbeams spread like halos all around, 

Your friends will soon draw near to catch a spark 
from you, 

And find it is God’s love that’s clearly shining 
through. 


If you can keep your faith through valleys dark 
with pain, 

And know beyond all doubts God’s love will still 
remain, 

Your days will soon be bright and nights won’t 
seem so long, 

If you can keep your faith, God’s love will make 
you strong. 

—Selected. 


Teach me to answer still, 
Whate’er my lot may be, 

To all Thou sendest me, of good or ill, 
“All goeth as God will.” 


THE TEST OF A MAN 


The test of a man is the fight he makes, 
The grit that he daily shows; 
The way he stands on his feet and takes 
Fate’s numerous bumps and blows. 
A coward can smile when there’s naught to fear, 
When nothing his progress bars, 
But it takes a man to stand up and cheer 
While some other fellow stars. 


It isn’t the victory after all, 
But the fight that a brother makes; 

The man, who, driven against the wall, 
Still stands up erect and takes 

The blows of fate with his head held high 
Bleeding and bruised and pale, 

Is the man who’ll win in the by and by, 
For he isn’t afraid to fail. 


It’s the bumps you get, and the jolts you get, 
And the shocks that your courage stands, 
The hours of sorrow and vain regret, 
The prize that escapes your hands, 
That tests your mettle and proves your worth; 
It isn’t the blows you deal, 
But the blows you take, on the good old earth, 
That shows courage that is real. 
—Selected. 
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